(Three Times Amended) An optical-element holding mechanism 

comprising: 

a firsaholding member arranged to hold a first optical element; 

a second holding member arranged to hold a second optical element; 

a plurality of coupling members arranged to couple said first holding 
member and said secondlholding member, and to permit relative positions of said first 
holding member and said\econd holding member to be varied in a vertical direction in the 
process of being coupled; 

a plurality of Urging members respectively disposed between each of said 
plurality of coupling member^and said second holding member, and arranged to urge and 
press said second holding member against said first holding member at least when said 
plurality of coupling members are in the process of coupling said first holding member and 
said second holding member throlgh alignment of respective optical axes of the first 
optical element and the second optical element; and 

a deformation restricting member disposed between said plurality of 
coupling members and said first holing member and arranged to restrict deformation of 



said first holding member while rela^ils»positions of said first holding member and said 
second holding member are in the pfbqMs of being varied, when said plurality of coupling 
members are in the process of coupling !|aid first holding member and said second holding 
member. 
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(Amended) An optical-element holding mechanism according to 
claim 1, wherein e\ch coupling member is a screw arranged to couple said first holding 
member and said second holding member by press contact. 

3. (Amended) An optical-element holding mechanism according to 
claim 2 wherein each urging member is a deformable washer that generates an elastic 

\ 

force, and through which a shaft of said screw pierces. 

\ 

6 (Twice Amended) An optical-element holding mechanism 

\ 

according to claim 1, wherein each urging member is disposed between a coupling member 

■ ■ \ K 

and said deformation restricting member. 



7. (Amended) Ah optical-element holding mechanism according to 

claim 1, further comprising a friction preventing member disposed between each coupling 

\ 

member and said second holding memb|r and arranged to prevent generation of a fnctional 
force between said coupling member andteaid second holding member when said coupling 
member is in the process of coupling |a1d|^t holding member and said second holding 
members. 




8. (Amended) An opticalMement holding mechanism according to 



claim 7, wherein movement of said friction preventing member within a plane of varying 

the relative positions of said first holding member and said second holding member is 

1 

restricted. 
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9. \ (Twice Amended) An optical-element holding mechanism 
according to claim 7, therein said friction preventing member serves also as said 
deformation restrictingWember. 

10. (Amended) An optical-element holding mechanism according to 
claim 7, wherein each urging member is disposed between a coupling member and said 
friction preventing member.' 

1 1 . (Three Times Amended) An optical apparatus comprising: 



an apparatus body; and 

\ 

an optical-element holding mechanism including: 

a first holding member arranged to hold a first optical element; 

I 

a second holding member arranged to hold a second optical element; 

i 

a plurality of coupling members arranged to couple said first holding 



member and said second holding ntember, and to permit relative positions of said first 
holding member and said second holding member to be varied in a vertical direction in the 

process of being coupled; 

a plurality of ijrging members respectively disposed between each of 
I,. 

said plurality of coupling members anVsaid'Second holding member, and arranged to urge 
and press said second holding member\gainst said first holding member at least when said 
plurality of coupling members are in thelprocess of coupling said first holding member and 
said second holding member through alignment of respective optical axes of the first 
optical element and the second optical element; and 



lement; 
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a deformation restricting member disposed between said plurality of 



coupling membe\s and said first holding member and arranged to restrict deformation of 
said first holding member while relative positions of said first holding member and said 
second holding member are in the process of being varied, when said plurality of coupling 
members are in the proqess of coupling said first holding member and said second holding 
member. 



19. (Amended) An optical-element holding mechanism comprising: 

a first holding member arranged to hold a first optical element; 

a second holding number arranged to hold a second optical element; 

a plurality of couplin^ members arranged to couple said first holding 
member and said second holding mei^ber, and to permit relative positions of said first 
holding member and said second holding member to be varied in the process of being 
coupled; 

a plurality of urging members respectively disposed between each of said 
plurality of coupling members and said second holding member, and arranged to urge and 
press said second holding member again sLsSRNjrst holding member at least when said 
plurality of coupling members are in the process*?>f coupling said first holding member and 
said second holding member through alignment of respective optical axes of the first 
optical element and the second optical element; aru^ 

a deformation restricting member disposed between said plurality of 
coupling members and said first holding member and arranged to restrict deformation of 



said first holding member while relative positions of saiel first holding member and said 
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second holding meinber are in the process of being varied, when said plurality of coupling 
members are in the process of coupling said first holding member and said second holding 
member; 

wherein said^deformation restricting member includes a plurality of first 
through hole portions for receiving one of said plurality of coupling members; 

wherein said firsjt holding member includes an extended portion extended in 
the direction of the optical axis of said first optical element, said extended portion 
including a plurality of abutting fllees and a plurality of receiving portions for receiving the 
plurality of coupling members; andV 

wherein said second holding member includes a plurality of flanges 
extending in a direction perpendicularAto the optical axis, each flange abutting against one 
of said plurality of abutting faces of sard first holding member, each flange including a 



second through hole portion for receiving a respective one of said plurality of coupling 
members. 

20. (Amended) An optical apparatus comprising: 
an apparatus body; and 

an optical-element holdin^ffiecJ^hism including: 

a first holding memlWarrSftged to hold a first optical element; 
a second holding member\rranged to hold a second optical element; 
a plurality of coupling members arranged to couple said first holding 
member and said second holding member, and to permit relative positions of said first 




holding member e^d said second holding member to be varied in the process of being 
coupled; 

plurality of urging members respectively disposed between each of 
said plurality of coupling members and said second holding member, and arranged to urge 
and press said second holfling member against said first holding member at least when said 
plurality of coupling membWs are in the process of coupling said first holding member and 
said second holding memberWough alignment of respective optical axes of the first 
optical element and the second optical element; and 

a deformation restricting member disposed between said plurality of 
coupling members and said first holding member and arranged to restrict deformation of 
said first holding member while relative positions of said first holding member and said 
second holding member are in the process of being varied, when said plurality of coupling 

\ 

members are in the process of coupling said first holding member and said second holding 
member; 

wherein said deformationlrestricting member includes a plurality of first 
through hole portions for receiving one oksaid plurality of coupling members; 

wherein said first holding member includes an extended portion extended in 
the direction of the optical axis of said fi^fo^tical element, said extended portion 
including a plurality of abutting faces andVp^raRty of receiving portions for receiving the 
plurality of coupling members; and 

wherein said second holding melnber includes a plurality of flanges 
extending in a direction perpendicular to the optical axis, each flange abutting against one 
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of said plurality of abuttingVaces of said first holding member, each flange including a 



second through hole portidl 
members. 



jeiving a respective one of said plurality of coupling 



21. (AmendedlAn optical coupling mechanism, comprising: 
a first holding member that holds a first optical element having a first 

optical axis; 

a second holding member that holds a second optical element having a 
second optical axis; 

a plurality of coupling mlmbers arranged to couple said first holding 



member and said second holding member at a position, selected within a range of relative 



movement between said first holding member and said second holding member, in which 
the first optical axis and the second opticalaxis are substantially aligned; 

a plurality of urging members, respectively disposed between each of said 
plurality of coupling members and said second holding member, that urge and press said 
second holding member against said first holding member within the range of relative 
movement between said first holding member and s&d second holding member; and 




a deformation restricting member, disposed between each of said plurality 



of coupling members and said first holding member, that restricts deformation of the first 



holding member within the range of relative movement between said first holding member 
and said second holding member; 

wherein said deformation restricting member includes a plurality of first 
through hole portions for receiving one of said plurality of coupling members; 
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/herein said first holding member includes an extended portion extended in 
the direction of ttte optical axis of said first optical element, said extended portion 
including a plurality of abutting faces and a plurality of receiving portions for receiving the 
plurality of couplingYmembers; and 

whereiV said second holding member includes a plurality of flanges 
extending in a directionWrpendicular to the optical axis, each flange abutting against one 
of said plurality of abutting faces of said first holding member, each flange including a 
second through hole portion for receiving a respective one of said plurality of coupling 
members. 

22. (Amended) An optical apparatus comprising: 
an apparatus bodyaand 

an optical coupling mechanism, comprising: 
\ 

a first holding member that holds a first optical element having a first 

optical axis; 

a second holding member that holds a second optical element having a 
second optical axis; 

a plurality of coupling merjibers arranged to couple said first holding 
member and said second holding member aWgosition, selected within a range of relative 
movement between said first holding member and said second holding member, in which 
the first optical axis and the second optical axi\ are substantially aligned; 

a plurality of urging members, respectively disposed between each of said 



plurality of coupling members and said second hdlding member, that urge and press said 
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second holding meflaber against said first holding member within the range of relative 
movement between saM first holding member and said second holding member- and 
Hf Y 

a detormafaon restricting member, disposed between each of said plurality 
^ of coupling members and said first holding member, that restricts deformation of the first 

I holding member within the range of relative movement between said first holding member 

and said second holding member; 

wherein said deformation restricting member includes a plurality of first 
through hole portions for receiving W of said plurality of coupling members; 

wherein said first holding member includes an extended portion extended in 
the direction of the optical axis of saidWst optical element, said extended portion 
including a plurality of abutting faces anVl a plurality of receiving portions for receiving the 
plurality of coupling members; and 

wherein said second holdin| member includes a plurality of flanges 
extending in a direction perpendicular to^Moptical axis, each flange abutting against one 
of said plurality of abutting faces of said firs|holding member, each flange including a 
second through hole portion for receiving a respective one of said plurality of coupling 
members. 
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